Service
Sunday, December 23, 2007
Third Unitarian Church of Chicago

Opening Words
This is a celebration of life, of song, words, arfidight: light of the
sun making our very lives possible, of pale, tight flickering against the
broad darkness of winter skies, and the light ftbenfirst explosion of an
ancient star. This light is descended from thdasipn that gave birth to the
Universe, the event that caused me, and you. s ataich for the light
spread by the young person who illuminates our ¢iasdle in the display

this morning!

Lighting of Hanukkah Candle
The Hanukkah flame recognizes the Jewish heriagesllspring of

Western Civilization. This flame is not the sumbplized, nor a
reenactment of Solstice rights. This flame recaltkefining moment in
Judaism, a temple cleansing by a people whosesexisthas been scarcely
been free of oppression. There are resonancég oi¢norah in our display
this morning, and this is intentional. May the@®&t candle lit now by this
young person remind us of the meaning of the rehefllaght to Jews
everywhere, of a righteous victory against the pddsd of the incantations
of ancient Hebrew prophets restated by Dr. Kinlgatfustice delayed is

justice denied.”



Lighting of Mid-winter festivals Candle
Legend has it that in pre-Christian Northern Eeropatchers stood in

the cold to make sure Jul bonfires burned througti@inight to appease the
fates and to keep death from villages in winteowHtlid they do this

without hot chocolate and L.L. Bean? Solsticesfinesre lit to invite sun
gods to end the winter. Women with children weskelsrated on the Mother
Night of the Anglis; babies were given gifts on B&bylonian Zagmuk. In
lighting this third candle, we remember the holslay our youth with
happiness and melancholy, knowing that is our tagkake the holidays

lovely today.

Lighting of the Earth Candle
Let’s light the earth candle now. As we do, l@khe walls of this

sanctuary—made from common lllinois clay. And tleding—the dark
varnish and the wood itself from the timber staotdg/isconsin. Always
we have championed, at times with uncommon coutags;ause of the
common woman and man. Gifts from the earth wedstemmade our
church home; greens stand out against the browhagiAndrene Kaufman
imagined. Holiday greens hanging today recallRbenan holiday of
Saturnalia held long before the birth of Jesus,@&nte endurance of the

balsam that never succumbs to winter.

Spoken Meditation
Each of has our own needs this holiday seasost. a3uve struggle to

meet the needs of the empty handed, we stumblehahte do with the
heavy hearted. All | ask of you in this time ofditation is to simply listen
as you breathe in and out. If there is joy, ghanks; if you feel nothing,
you are not alone; if there is pain, feel it, analyrgou let it go.



Lighting of the Meek and Mild Candle
Is there anyone who wants to be small and insgamt? Why else

are little boys fascinated with trucks and dinos&uiThe Bible says the
“meek will inherit the earth,” but the world alwagsoves otherwise. Will it
ever be true? We’ll sing of the “holy infant soadier and mild,” given in
birth to a humble family. Before they called hirhrist the King, he was
Jesus the baby, born in poverty.

May the fifth candle we light now remind us, agdimat we have the
power to care for the weak: to house the homeledsed the hungry.
Religions have long relied on the metaphor of skegiitending to their
sheep, as it is with the foreshadowing scene olothe shepherds on a

Judean plain, to whom were revealed a star.

Lighting of the Magi/ Gifts Candle
“And they came bearing gifts,” or so the stortled Magi goes. Who

knows the names of the Wise Men? They're Gaspalgiibr, and
Balthasar of legend, and ‘magi’ is the basis of@h@ English word for
magic. Scholars have asked, “Were the gift-beavlisbrought
frankincense, gold, and myhrr to the manger sorseoe were they kings?”
Either way, they represented wealth of the woilldink of the irony in this
scene: things of value brought to a baby in a dall, svho didn’t need them
then, who would never need them.

If you’re a newcomer, you are a worthy, needftd @ us. On behalf
of our church, | welcome you to our congregationg &el free to stand and
introduce yourselves as you would like.

Let’'s now take a collection in support of the ratnes of this

congregation.



We light the sixth candle for the ritual dancegfing holiday gifts,
and for our newcomers. Isn'’t it true that the lggiitsays, “I know who you
are, and | love you for it, anyway?”

Lighting the Families Candle
Of course there’s the holy family. The mangeiramt of the public

building that should be free of religion remindsodist!

How many families are there of which you are @parhere’s the
human family, certainly. There are also the fagsiive choose, like our
closest friends, and our church family, so closeaonany of us. One friend
told me last week, “The holidays mean that my farpiits the “fun” back
into “dysfunctional’” We are sustained by, and also survive, our
families—and that is the condition that makes us&, not the other way
around.

We light the seventh candle now for the familiesave born into, and

the families we create, in love.

Lighting the Nativity Candle
It was the shepherds who brought the angel’s gidothys to Mary

and Joseph in the cow stall, and | have alwaysdake line in the Gospel of
Luke, “but Mary treasured these words and pond#rech in her heart,” as
If she knew who the child was to become. | susfietevery child with us
today, and likely all of us, were looked upon withderness and wonder by
our mothers at birth, their relief at the pain offlbmomentarily obscuring
how difficult we would become when we reached rsghool.

Ed Searl writes that all humanity is born anewhvaihe birth, and we

light this nativity candle for the pain and won@éiour creation.



Lighting of UU Forebears Candle
Today UU’s ask themselves, just as everyone else a&/hy do we

celebrate Christmas?” Or Easter, or Passovethfdmatter? We're not
Christian, or Jewish exactly—but both are a padwfcollective religious
heritage. Well, for one thing, Unitarians havasidct Christmas heritage.
The great UU minister Richard Gilbert reminds w tiCharles Dickens
wrote hisChristmas Carol; Louisa May Alcot'd.ittle Women evoked a
family Christmas; the tune "Jingle Bells" was vatitby the Unitarian James
Pierpont, Charles Follen, who ministered to Un#asi in Lexington,
Massachusetts, introduced the decorated Christeasa America.” We
have added to the depth and richness of this hoildAmerica, and we

light the ninth candle to recognize this tradition.

Lighting of Social Justice/ Prophets
“For lo, the days are hastening on,

By prophet seen of old,

When with the ever-encircling years

Shall come the time foretold

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world send back the song

Which now the angels sing.”

This, written by the Unitarian minister Edmund Seavas called the first
great American anti-war song. We light the terghdie in honor of those
prophets who suffered so that others they knevohoobuld live in dignity,

the bones and blood of who we are at Third Church.



Lighting of the Peace Candle
A phrase in the ancient Jewish text known as taleafa goes, “Peace

begins with quietness in the heart. No peace edtnbwn without this.”
We cannot have peace if we dislike ourselves andibalize each other.
Let the hands of her who has striven for peacedotigan most light this

candle. What she has done is louder than what sag.

Closing Words
These eleven candles will be lit for the remairsegvices of this year.

They represent the purity of birth and re-birtlg Warmth of creation, for
soft strands of light against dark and cold. Mauryseason—you whom |

cherish—be one of tenderness.



